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EC–2176. A communication from the Acting 

Principal Deputy Associate Administrator, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Bacillus Thuringgiensis Cry 1F Pro-
tein in Cotton; temporary Exemption from 
the Requirement of a Tolerance’’ received on 
April 30, 2003; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–2177. A communication from the Acting 
Principal Deputy Associate Administrator, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Extension of Alternative Compliance 
Periods under the Anti-Dumping Program 
(FRL 7492–1)’’ received on April 30, 2003; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–2178. A communication from the Acting 
Principal Deputy Associate Administrator, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘National Priorities List for Uncon-
trolled Hazardous Waste Sites (FRL 7490–3)’’ 
received on April 30, 2003; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–2179. A communication from the Acting 
Principal Deputy Associate Administrator, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Texas: Final Authorization of State 
Hazardous Waste Management Program Re-
visions (FRL 7491–1)’’ received on April 30, 
2003; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC–2180. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Congressional Affairs, Office of 
Nuclear Reactor Regulations, Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Releas-
ing Part of a Power Reactor Site of Facility 
for Unrestricted Use Before NRC Approves 
the License Termination Plan (AG56)’’ re-
ceived on April 30, 2003; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC–2181. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, St. Lawrence Seaway Development 
Corporation, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Tariff of Tolls (2135–AA17)’’ 
received on April 30, 2003; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–2182. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a lease prospectus for the Internal 
Revenue Service in Kansas City, MO, re-
ceived on April 30, 2003; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. DOMENICI, from the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources, without 
amendment: 

S. 1005. An original bill to enhance the en-
ergy security of the United States, and for 
other purposes (Rept. No. 108–43). 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mr. 
CRAIG, Mr. LEAHY, and Ms. STABE-
NOW): 

S. 996. A bill to amend the Richard B. Rus-
sell National School Lunch Act to ensure an 
adequate level of commodity purchases 
under the school lunch program; to the Com-

mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

By Mr. DOMENICI: 
S. 997. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 

the Army to carry out critical restoration 
projects along the Middle Rio Grande; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. BREAUX: 
S. 998. A bill to amend section 376 of title 

28, United States Code, to allow a period of 
open enrollment for certain individuals who 
are elevated to the position of chief judge of 
a district; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. CORZINE (for himself, Mr. LAU-
TENBERG, Mr. SPECTER, Mr. SCHUMER, 
Mr. DODD, Mrs. CLINTON, and Mr. LIE-
BERMAN): 

S. 999. A bill to establish the Highlands 
Stewardship Area in the States of Con-
necticut, New Jersey, New York, and Penn-
sylvania, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

By Mr. GRAHAM of South Carolina 
(for himself, Mr. COLEMAN, Mr. 
ALLEN, Mr. MILLER, Mrs. CLINTON, 
and Ms. LANDRIEU): 

S. 1000. A bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to revise the age and service re-
quirements for eligibility to receive retired 
pay for non-regular service; to provide 
TRICARE eligibility for members of the Se-
lected Reserve of the Ready Reserve and 
their families; to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow employers a credit 
against income tax with respect to employ-
ees who participate in the military reserve 
components and to allow a comparable cred-
it for participating reserve component self- 
employed individuals, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BIDEN (for himself, Mr. 
MCCAIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. DODD, 
Mr. KERRY, Mrs. CLINTON, and Ms. 
MIKULSKI): 

S. 1001. A bill to make the protection of 
women and children who are affected by a 
complex humanitarian emergency a priority 
of the United States Government, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

By Mr. McCAIN (for himself, Mr. 
BROWNBACK, Mr. EDWARDS, and Mr. 
GRAHAM of South Carolina): 

S. 1002. A bill to direct the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology to estab-
lish a program to support research and train-
ing in methods of detecting the use of per-
formance-enhancing drugs by athletes, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. CRAIG: 
S. 1003. A bill to clarify the intent of Con-

gress with respect to the continued use of es-
tablished commercial outfitter hunting 
camps on the Salmon River; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, and Mrs. CLINTON): 

S. 1004. A bill to ensure that children at 
highest risk for asthma, vision, hearing, and 
other health problems are identified and 
treated; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. DOMENICI: 
S. 1005. An original bill to enhance the en-

ergy security of the United States, and for 
other purposes; from the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources; placed on the 
calendar. 

By Mr. BURNS (for himself, Mr. 
DOMENICI, and Mr. BAUCUS): 

S. 1006. A bill to reduce temporarily the 
duty on certain articles of natural cork; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Mr. 
LUGAR, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. DODD, and 
Mr. JEFFORDS): 

S. 1007. A bill to amend the Child Nutrition 
Act of 1966 to promote better nutrition 
among school children participating in the 
school breakfast and lunch programs; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. STEVENS (for himself, Mr. 
FRIST, Mr. DASCHLE, Mr. WARNER, 
Mr. LOTT, and Mr. DODD): 

S. Res. 132. A resolution commending John 
W. Kluge for his dedication and commitment 
to the Library of Congress; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
SUNUNU, and Mr. FEINGOLD): 

S. Res. 133. A resolution condemning big-
otry and violence against Arab Americans, 
Muslim, Americans, South-Asian Americans, 
and Sikh Americans; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BOND (for himself, Mr. LUGAR, 
Mr. HAGEL, Mr . TALENT, and Mr. 
SESSIONS): 

S. Con. Res. 42. A concurrent resolution 
welcoming the Prime Minister of Singapore, 
His Excellency Goh Chok Tong, on the occa-
sion of his visit to the United States, ex-
pressing gratitude to the Government of 
Singapore for its strong cooperation with the 
United States in the campaign against ter-
rorism, and reaffirming the commitment of 
Congress to the continued expansion of 
friendship and cooperation between the 
United States and Singapore ; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. BROWNBACK (for himself, Mr. 
REED, Mr. ALLARD, Ms. CANTWELL, 
Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mr. CONRAD, Mrs. 
DOLE, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. SANTORUM, 
and Ms. STABENOW): 

S. Con. Res. 43. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that Congress 
should participate in and support activities 
to provide decent homes for the people of the 
United States; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 146 

At the request of Mr. DEWINE, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 146, a bill to amend titles 10 and 18, 
United States Code, to protect unborn 
victims of violence. 

S. 171 
At the request of Mr. DAYTON, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 171, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to 
provide payment to medicare ambu-
lance suppliers of the full costs of pro-
viding such services, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 189 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) was added as 
a cosponsor of S. 189, a bill to authorize 
appropriations for nanoscience, nano-
engineering, and nanotechnology re-
search, and for other purposes. 

S. 375 
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
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(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 375, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to establish a 
minimum geographic cost-of-practice 
index value for physicians’ services fur-
nished under the medicare program of 
1. 

S. 384 
At the request of Mr. REID, the name 

of the Senator from South Dakota (Mr. 
JOHNSON) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 384, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to prevent cor-
porate expatriation to avoid United 
States income taxes. 

S. 451 
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 451, a bill to amend title 10, 
United States Code, to increase the 
minimum Survivor Benefit Plan basic 
annuity for surviving spouses age 62 
and older, to provide for a one-year 
open season under that plan, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 470 
At the request of Mr. SARBANES, the 

names of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Ms. LANDRIEU), the Senator from Ar-
kansas (Mr. PRYOR), the Senator from 
Louisiana (Mr. BREAUX), the Senator 
from California (Mrs. BOXER), the Sen-
ator from Wisconsin (Mr. KOHL), the 
Senator from Florida (Mr. GRAHAM), 
the Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. 
KERRY), the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. BINGAMAN), the Senator from New 
York (Mr. SCHUMER), the Senator from 
North Dakota (Mr. DORGAN), the Sen-
ator from Connecticut (Mr. DODD), the 
Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
SANTORUM), the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW), the Senator from 
Delaware (Mr. BIDEN), the Senator 
from Delaware (Mr. CARPER), the Sen-
ator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) and the 
Senator from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 470, a 
bill to extend the authority for the 
construction of a memorial to Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

S. 486 
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the 

names of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. BYRD), the Senator from 
Louisiana (Mr. BREAUX) and the Sen-
ator from Georgia (Mr. MILLER) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 486, a bill to 
provide for equal coverage of mental 
health benefits with respect to health 
insurance coverage unless comparable 
limitations are imposed on medical and 
surgical benefits. 

S. 493 
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 493, a bill to amend title XVIII 
of the Social Security Act to authorize 
physical therapists to evaluate and 
treat medicare beneficiaries without a 
requirement for a physician referral, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 560 
At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the 

name of the Senator from Massachu-

setts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 560, a bill to impose tariff- 
rate quotas on certain casein and milk 
protein concentrates. 

S. 595 

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
595, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the required 
use of certain principal repayments on 
mortgage subsidy bond financings to 
redeem bonds, to modify the purchase 
price limitation under mortgage sub-
sidy bond rules based on median family 
income, and for other purposes. 

S. 596 

At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the 
names of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. BUNNING) and the Senator from 
Idaho (Mr. CRAPO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 596, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to en-
courage the investment of foreign earn-
ings within the United States for pro-
ductive business investments and job 
creation. 

S. 600 

At the request of Mr. CRAIG, the 
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) was added as 
a cosponsor of S. 600, a bill to authorize 
the Secretary of Energy to cooperate 
in the international magnetic fusion 
burning plasma experiment, or alter-
natively to develop a plan for a domes-
tic burning plasma experiment, for the 
purpose of accelerating the scientific 
understanding and development of fu-
sion as a long term energy source. 

S. 626 

At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
CHAMBLISS) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 626, a bill to reduce the amount of 
paperwork for special education teach-
ers, to make mediation mandatory for 
all legal disputes related to individual-
ized education programs, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 667 

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. DAYTON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 667, a bill to amend the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 to strengthen pay-
ment limitations for commodity pay-
ments and benefits. 

S. 673 

At the request of Mr. BOND, the name 
of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. SMITH) 
was added as a cosponsor of S. 673, a 
bill to amend part D of title III of the 
Public Health Service Act to authorize 
grants and loan guarantees for health 
centers to enable the centers to fund 
capital needs projects, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 696 

At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the 
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
696, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a tax credit 
for marginal domestic oil and natural 
gas well production and an election to 

expense geological and geophysical ex-
penditures and delay rental payments. 

S. 705 
At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. GREGG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 705, a bill to amend title 
37, United States Code, to alleviate 
delay in the payment of the Selected 
Reserve reenlistment bonus to mem-
bers of Selected Reserve who are mobi-
lized. 

S. 736 
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 736, a bill to amend the Animal Wel-
fare Act to strengthen enforcement of 
provisions relating to animal fighting, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 759 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. COLEMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 759, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide a 
tax credit for individuals and busi-
nesses for the installation of certain 
wind energy property. 

S. 780 
At the request of Mr. LOTT, the name 

of the Senator from Montana (Mr. 
BURNS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
780, a bill to award a congressional gold 
medal to Chief Phillip Martin of the 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians. 

S. 796 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

names of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Mr. FEINGOLD) and the Senator from 
Minnesota (Mr. COLEMAN) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 796, a bill to provide 
for the appointment of a Director of 
State and Local Government Coordina-
tion within the Department of Home-
land Security and to transfer the Office 
for Domestic Preparedness to the Of-
fice of the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity. 

S. 818 
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. COLEMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 818, a bill to ensure the inde-
pendence and nonpartisan operation of 
the Office of Advocacy of the Small 
Business Administration. 

S. 837 
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the 

name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
KYL) was added as a cosponsor of S. 837, 
a bill to establish a commission to con-
duct a comprehensive review of Federal 
agencies and programs and to rec-
ommend the elimination or realign-
ment of duplicative, wasteful, or out-
dated functions, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 838 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

names of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Mr. FEINGOLD) and the Senator from 
Minnesota (Mr. COLEMAN) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 838, a bill to waive 
the limitation on the use of funds ap-
propriated for the Homeland Security 
Grant Program. 
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S. 847 

At the request of Mr. SMITH, the 
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
INOUYE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
847, a bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to permit States the 
option to provide medicaid coverage 
for low income individuals infected 
with HIV. 

S. 869 

At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 
names of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) and the Senator from 
New Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 869, a bill to 
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to provide for enhanced reim-
bursement under the medicare program 
for screening and diagnostic mammog-
raphy services, and for other purposes. 

S. 874 

At the request of Mr. TALENT, the 
name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SHELBY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 874, a bill to amend title XIX of 
the Social Security Act to include pri-
mary and secondary preventative med-
ical strategies for children and adults 
with Sickle Cell Disease as medical as-
sistance under the medicaid program, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 875 

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 875, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow 
an income tax credit for the provision 
of homeownership and community de-
velopment, and for other purposes. 

S. 877 

At the request of Mr. BURNS, the 
name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 877, a bill to regulate interstate 
commerce by imposing limitations and 
penalties on the transmission of unso-
licited commercial electronic mail via 
the Internet. 

S. 888 

At the request of Mr. GREGG, the 
names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. HOLLINGS) and the Senator 
from Massachusetts (Mr. KERRY) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 888, a bill to 
reauthorize the Museum and Library 
Services Act, and for other purposes. 

S. 919 

At the request of Mr. BURNS, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. DAYTON) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 919, a bill to amend title 49, 
United States Code, to enhance com-
petition among and between rail car-
riers in order to ensure efficient rail 
service and reasonable rail rates, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 922 

At the request of Mr. REID, the name 
of the Senator from New Mexico (Mr. 
BINGAMAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 922, a bill to change the require-
ments for naturalization through serv-
ice in the Armed Forces of the United 
States, to extend naturalization bene-
fits to members of the Selected Re-

serve of the Ready Reserve of a reserve 
component of the Armed Forces, to ex-
tend posthumous benefits to surviving 
spouses, children, and parents, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 929 

At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the 
names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 929, a bill to direct the 
Secretary of Transportation to make 
grants for security improvements to 
over-the-road bus operations, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 939 

At the request of Mr. HAGEL, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 939, a bill to amend part B of 
the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act to provide full Federal fund-
ing of such part, to provide an excep-
tion to the local maintenance of effort 
requirements, and for other purposes. 

S. 946 

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 946, a bill to enhance competi-
tion for prescription drugs by increas-
ing the ability of the Department of 
Justice and Federal Trade Commission 
to enforce existing antitrust laws re-
garding brand name drugs and generic 
drugs. 

S. 950 

At the request of Mr. ENZI, the name 
of the Senator from California (Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 950, a bill to allow travel between 
the United States and Cuba. 

S. 982 

At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 
names of the Senator from Maryland 
(Ms. MIKULSKI) and the Senator from 
New York (Mr. SCHUMER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 982, a bill to halt Syr-
ian support for terrorism, end its occu-
pation of Lebanon, stop its develop-
ment of weapons of mass destruction, 
cease its illegal importation of Iraqi 
oil, and hold Syria accountable for its 
role in the Middle East, and for other 
purposes. 

S.J. RES. 11 

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S.J. Res. 11, a joint resolution 
proposing an amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States relative 
to equal rights for women and men. 

S. CON. RES. 26 

At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 26, a concurrent 
resolution condemning the punishment 
of execution by stoning as a gross vio-
lation of human rights, and for other 
purposes. 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, 
Mr. CRAIG, Mr. LEAHY, and Ms. 
STABENOW): 

S. 996. A bill to amend the Richard B. 
Russell National School Lunch Act to 
ensure an adequate level of commodity 
purchases under the school lunch pro-
gram; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise 
today with my colleagues, Senators 
CRAIG, STABENOW, and LEAHY, to intro-
duce the ‘‘Commodity Distribution Act 
of 2003.’’ Senator CRAIG and I have in-
troduced similar legislation in the 
past, and while it is unfortunate that 
this legislation is necessary, we are 
pleased to meet the need that cur-
rently exists. 

In 1999, Congress enacted the Ticket 
to Work and Work Incentives Improve-
ment Act, which amended the School 
Lunch Act to require the United States 
Department of Agriculture to count 
the value of bonus commodities when 
it determines the total amount of com-
modity assistance provided to schools. 
This change meant a $500 million budg-
et cut to the school lunch program 
over a 9-year period. 

Senator CRAIG and I have been suc-
cessful since the passage of the Ticket 
to Work Act in preventing this cut 
from affecting the School Lunch Pro-
gram for the past 4 years. However, a 
provision included in the 2002 Farm 
Bill will expire the end of this fiscal 
year, leaving the school lunch program 
vulnerable to cut of over $50 million 
per year over the next 5 years. 

Our legislation, the Commodity Dis-
tribution Act of 2003, would prevent 
this devastating cut to the school 
lunch program. While not large in over-
all budget terms, $50 million in com-
modities for school lunch programs 
across the country means a great deal 
in delivering quality meals to our chil-
dren every day. It also means a great 
deal to the agricultural producers who 
benefit from having these commodities 
taken out of the marketplace, and used 
for a valuable purpose. 

Our Nation faces a unique situation 
when it comes to feeding our Nation’s 
children. We live in a country where 
both hunger and obesity co-exist 
among the children served by our im-
portant nutrition programs. We can 
and must form policy that addresses 
both of these problems. 

The legislation that Senators CRAIG, 
STABENOW, and LEAHY, and I are intro-
ducing today takes an important first 
step in addressing this unique situation 
by maintaining the level of commodity 
support our school districts receive to 
run their school lunch programs. There 
could be no worse time to take away 
these valuable assets to their pro-
grams. 

The Commodity Distribution Act 
continues the dual purpose of our 
school lunch program—supporting 
American agriculture, while delivering 
nutritious food to our Nation’s chil-
dren. 
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